
TTHHEE  AARRMMEENNIIAANN  CCAATTHHEEDDRRAALL  OOFF  SSOOUURRPP  AASSDDVVAADDZZAADDZZIINN    
((TTHHEEOOTTOOKKOOSS))  IINN  SSTTRROOVVOOLLOOSS,,  NNIICCOOSSIIAA  

  
rreesseeaarrcchh--tteexxtt::  AAlleexxaannddeerr--MMiicchhaaeell  HHaaddjjiillyyrraa  

  
The Armenian cathedral of Sourp Asdvadzadzin (Theotokos) in 
Strovolos, Nicosia, next to Nareg School, the Prelature and the 
Armenian Genocide monument, is the centre of Armenian-Cypriot 
religious and community life, a meeting place of local and foreign 
Armenians, even Armenians and non-Armenians. It is a powerful 
symbol of this community and it serves as a living reminder of its 
mediaeval predecessor in walled Nicosia. 
 
Following the 1963-1964 intercommunal troubles, Armenian-Cypriots 
of Nicosia lost not only their homes and businesses, but also their 
church, Prelature, school and clubs. Thanks to Archbishop Makarios 
III, the small Ayios Dhometios chapel was used for the community’s 

religious needs as of early 1964; for large Liturgies, the nearby church of Saint George (1964-1969) 
or the Anglican cathedral of Saint Paul (1969-1981) or Nareg’s auditorium (1972-1981) were used. In 
the mean time, the community was trying to get back on its feet and eventually managed to build a 
new school, church, Prelature and Genocide monument. 
 
The issue of the school building was settled relatively quickly: the 
land was given to the community in trust by the government in 
1966 thanks to the efforts of Representative Berge Tilbian, while 
the actual building was erected on Cyclops street between 1971-
1972, thanks to the efforts of Representative Dr. Antranik L. 
Ashdjian and funding from the Ministry of Education. However, the 
issue of the church was a different matter: between 1973-1974, 
the government had proposed various hali lands (government-
owned uncultivated lands), abundant in the Acropolis area, but the 
Ethnarchy and particularly der Vazken Sandrouni felt the need to have the church next to the school. 
Finally, thanks to the combined efforts of Representative Ashdjian, der Vazken and others, the 
government gave its blessing in 1976: the church was to be built on top of what was to be a theatre 
hall for the school, whose foundations had been laid simultaneously with the school construction. 
 

The foundation stone was laid on 25 September 1976 by 
Archbishop Makarios III and Bishop Nerses Pakhdigian on a 
rainy day, something which Makarios thought as “bereket” 
(good luck). Construction officially started after the signing of 
the contracts on 4 January 1978 with architects Iacovos & 
Andreas Philippou and contractor Nicolas Shacolas; 
experienced architect Kevork Emmiyan of Lebanon was 
invited to give the church an Armenian style. On 16 April 
1978, Coadjutor Catholicos Karekin II consecrated the 16 

columns of the church. On 10 December 1979, thanks to the combined efforts of Bishop Zareh 
Aznavorian, Scon Der Nishanian and others, Strovolos Improvement Board decided to re-name 
Cyclops street into Armenia street, as a gesture of solidarity to the Armenian people; the street sign 
was officially unveiled on 15 January 1980. 
 
After the auspicious completion of the construction work, the 
church was to be inaugurated on 12 April 1981; however, due 
to the civil war in Lebanon, the consecration and inauguration 
were held on 22 November 1981 by Cypriot-born Catholicos 
Khoren I and his Coadjutor, Karekin II, in the presence of 
Archbishop Chrysostomos I. Together with the numerous 
donations by the faithful and others (£36.900), the Evangelical 



Church of Westphalia (£44.400), the Republic of Cyprus (£35.000), the World Council of Churches 
(£5.200) and the Holy Archbishopric of Cyprus (£1.000) made significant contributions, as indicated 
by the dedicatory marble inscription on top of the entrance. Thanks to the efforts of Representative 
Aram Kalaydjian, the government gave the church a freehold title deed of the land on 31 March 1983. 
 

The church’s interior is decorated with paintings and icons of 
various artists, most significantly Zohrab Keshishian, while the 
grey tuff stone khachkar (cross-stone) at the base of the holy 
altar was sent by Catholicos Vazken I of Etchmiadzin in 1980. 
The cathedral also has a gallery for the choir, unlike the 
churches in Larnaca and Limassol. In 2005, following the 
untimely killing of the Tutundjian family and the death of der 
Vazken Sandrouni, a general restoration took place, while a 
small-scale renovation was carried out in 2008 thanks to an 
anonymous donor. A major-scale restoration, both internal 

and external, was carried out in 2016. 
 
In the years that followed the construction of this elegant church, the adjacent land has 
accommodated, in the image and likeness of the old Armenian compound on Victoria street, the new 
Prelature building (1984), with the Vahram Utidjian Hall (1999), and the new Armenian Genocide 
monument (1991), with the two ossuaries containing some bone remains of Armenian martyrs from 
the Der Zor desert in Syria (2000). In front of the church’s staired entrance there is a white marble 
khachkar (cross-stone), dedicated to the eternal friendship between Armenians and Greeks of 
Cyprus (2001) and the bronze bust of Archbishop Zareh Aznavorian (2005). On the south-western 
wall of the church there is a white marble commemorative inscription listing the “godfathers” of the 
church (2013). Finally, behind the bust, on the south-western side of the church, there is a small 
garden, including a small fountain (2005). 
 
Sourp Asdvadzadzin is the Armenian cathedral of Cyprus and 
also the largest Armenian church of the island. Liturgies are 
held every Sunday and on major feast days. The cathedral 
celebrates on the nearest Sunday to the 21 November, feast 
day of the Presentation of the Theotokos. As of 2000, the 
parish priest is Fr. Momik Habeshian. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         For more information, please contact: 

 

Armenian Prelature of Cyprus 
47, Armenia street, Acropolis 2003 

Nicosia - Cyprus 
Tel.: +357 22 493560 
Fax: +357 22 492750 

E-mail: armprel@spidernet.com.cy 


